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The Nativity of Our Lord

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES

Entrance Antiphon

At the Vigil Mass (Cf. Ex 16:6-7)
Today you will know that the Lord will come,
and he will save us,
and in the morning you will see his glory.

At the Mass during the Night (Ps 2:7)
The Lord said to me: You are my Son.
It is | who have begotten you this day.
or:
Let us all rejoice in the Lord, for our Saviour
has been born in the world.
Today true peace has come down to us from
heaven.

At the Mass at Dawn (Cf. Is 9:1.5; Lk 1:33)
Today a light will shine upon us,
for the Lord is born for us;
and he will be called Wondrous God,
Prince of peace, Father of future ages:
and his reign will be without end.

At the Mass during the Day (Cf. Is 9:5)
A child is born for us,
and a son is given to us;
his sceptre of power rests upon his shoulder,
and his name will be called Messenger
of great counsel.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

and the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit

be with you all. And with your spirit.

Penitential Act

Brethren (brothers and sisters),

let us acknowledge our sins,

and so prepare ourselves to celebrate
the sacred mysteries.

A brief pause for silence follows.
Then all recite together:

I confess to almighty God

and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that | have greatly sinned,

in my thoughts and in my words,

in what | have done

and in what | have failed to do,

And, striking their breast, they say:
through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;

Then they continue:
therefore | ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.

May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Gloria

Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,

Lord God, heavenly King,

0 God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;

you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High,

Jesus Christ,

Amen.
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
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with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Gloria in excelsis Deo
et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis.
Laudamus te,
benedicimus te,
adoramus te,
glorificamus te,
gratias agimus tibi propter magnam
gloriam tuam,
Domine Deus, Rex caelestis,
Deus Pater omnipotens.
Domine Fili Unigenite, lesu Christe,
Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius Patris,
qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis;
qui tollis peccata mundi,
suscipe deprecationem nostram.
Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris,
miserere nobis.
Quoniam tu solus Sanctus, tu solus Dominus,
tu solus Altissimus,
lesu Christe, cum Sancto Spiritu:
in gloria Dei Patris. Amen.

Collect

At the Vigil Mass

0 God, who gladden us year by year
as we wait in hope for our redemption,
grant that, just as we joyfully welcome
your Only Begotten Son as our Redeemer,
we may also merit to face him confidently
when he comes again as our Judge.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity

of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

At the Mass during the Night

0 God, who have made this most sacred night
radiant with the splendour of the true light,
grant, we pray, that we, who have known

the mysteries of his light on earth,
may also delight in his gladness in heaven.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity

of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

At the Mass at Dawn

Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that, as we are bathed in the new radiance

of your incarnate Word,

Amen.

Amen.

the light of faith, which illumines our minds,
may also shine through in our deeds.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity

of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

At the Mass during the Day

O God, who wonderfully created the dignity

of human nature
and still more wonderfully restored it,
grant, we pray,
that we may share in the divinity of Christ,
who humbled himself to share in our humanity.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity

of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

At the Vigil Mass

FIRST READING

Areading from the prophet Isaiah.

The Lord takes delight in you.

About Zion | will not be silent,

about Jerusalem | will not grow weary,

until her integrity shines out like the dawn

and her salvation flames like a torch.

The nations then will see your integrity,

all the kings your glory,

and you will be called by a new name,

one which the mouth of the Lord will confer.

You are to be a crown of splendour in the hand
of the Lord,

a princely diadem in the hand of your God;

no longer are you to be named ‘Forsaken’,

nor your land ‘Abandoned’,

but you shall be called ‘My Delight’

and your land ‘The Wedded’;

for the Lord takes delight in you

and your land will have its wedding.

Like a young man marrying a virgin,

so will the one who built you wed you,

and as the bridegroom rejoices in his bride,

so will your God rejoice in you.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Amen.

(Is 62:1-5)
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 88:4-5.16-17.27.29)
B Iwill sing for ever of your love, O Lord.

1. ‘I have made a covenant with my
chosen one;
| have sworn to David my servant:
| will establish your dynasty for ever
and set up your throne through all ages.” 1
2. Happy the people who acclaim such a king,
who walk, O Lord, in the light of your face,
who find their joy every day in your name,
who make your justice the source
of their bliss. 1
3 ‘He will say to me: “You are my father,
my God, the rock who saves me.”
| will keep my love for him always;
for him my covenant shall endure.” T

SECOND READING (Acts 13:16-17. 22-25)
Areading from the Acts of the Apostles.

Paul’s witness to Christ, the son of David.

When Paul reached Antioch in Pisidia, he stood
up in the synagogue, held up a hand for silence
and began to speak:

‘Men of Israel, and fearers of God, listen! The God
of our nation Israel chose our ancestors, and
made our people great when they were living as
foreigners in Egypt; then by divine power he led
them out.

‘Then he made David their king, of whom he ap-
proved in these words, “I have selected David son
of Jesse, a man after my own heart, who will carry
out my whole purpose.” To keep his promise, God
has raised up for Israel one of David's descen-
dants, Jesus, as Saviour, whose coming was
heralded by John when he proclaimed a baptism
of repentance for the whole people of Israel.
Before John ended his career he said, “I am not
the one you imagine me to be; that one is coming
after me and | am not fit to undo his sandal.”

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Tomorrow there will be an end to the sin
of the world
and the saviour of the world will be our king.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL
(Shorter Form between ¥ 4).
A reading from the holy Gospel
according to Matthew.
Mary will give birth to a son and will name him Jesus.
A genealogy of Jesus Christ, son of David,
son of Abraham:
Abraham was the father of Isaac,
Isaac the father of Jacob,
Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers,
Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah, Tamar
being their mother,
Perez was the father of Hezron,
Hezron the father of Ram,
Ram was the father of Amminadab,
Amminadab the father of Nahshon,
Nahshon the father of Salmon,
Salmon was the father of Boaz, Rahab being
his mother,
Boaz was the father of Obed, Ruth being
his mother,
Obed was the father of Jesse;
and Jesse was the father of King David.
David was the father of Solomon, whose mother
had been Uriah's wife,
Solomon was the father of Rehoboam,
Rehoboam the father of Abijah, Abijah
the father of Asa,
Asa was the father of Jehoshaphat,
Jehoshaphat the father of Joram,
Joram the father of Azariah,
Azariah was the father of Jotham,
Jotham the father of Ahaz,
Ahaz the father of Hezekiah,
Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh,
Manasseh the father of Amon,
Amon the father of Josiah;
and Josiah was the father of Jechoniah
and his brothers.
Then the deportation to Babylon took place.
After the deportation to Babylon:
Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel,
Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel,
Zerubbabel was the father of Abiud,
Abiud the father of Eliakim,
Eliakim the father of Azor,
Azor was the father of Zadok,
Zadok the father of Achim,

(Mt 1:1-25)
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Achim the father of Eliud,
Eliud was the father of Eleazar,
Eleazar the father of Matthan,
Matthan the father of Jacob;
and Jacob was the father of Joseph
the husband of Mary;
of her was born Jesus who is called Christ.
The sum of generations is therefore: fourteen from
Abraham to David; fourteen from David to the
Babylonian deportation; and fourteen from the
Babylonian deportation to Christ.

: #This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His
i mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph; but before
" | they came to live together she was found to be
i with child through the Holy Spirit. Her husband
' Joseph, being a man of honour and wanting to
: spare her publicity, decided to divorce her infor-
+ mally. He had made up his mind to do this when
i the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream
i and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to
i take Mary home as your wife, because she has
: conceived what is in her by the Holy Spirit. She
¢ will give birth to a son and you must name him
i Jesus, because he is the one who is to save his
i people from their sins.” Now all this took place to
. fulfil the words spoken by the Lord through the
i prophet:

The Virgin will conceive and give birth
fo ason
and they will call him Emmanuel,

' a name which means ‘God-is-with-us’. When
i Joseph woke up he did what the angel of the Lord
: told him to do: he took his wife to his home and,
: though he had not had intercourse with her, she
: gave birth to a son; and he named him Jesus.4

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

At the Mass During the Night
FIRST READING
A reading from the prophet Isaiah.
A Son is given to us.
The people that walked in darkness
has seen a great light;
on those who live in a land of deep shadow
a light has shone.
You have made their gladness greater,

(Is 9:1-7)

you have made their joy increase;

they rejoice in your presence

as men rejoice at harvest time,

as men are happy when they are dividing
the spoils.

For the yoke that was weighing on him,

the bar across his shoulders,

the rod of his oppressor,

these you break as on the day of Midian.

For all the footgear of battle,

every cloak rolled in blood,

is burnt

and consumed by fire.

For there is a child born for us,

a son given to us

and dominion is laid on his shoulders;

and this is the name they give him:

Wonder-Counsellor, Mighty-God,

Eternal-Father, Prince-of-Peace.

Wide is his dominion

in a peace that has no end,

for the throne of David

and for his royal power,

which he establishes and makes secure

in justice and integrity.

From this time onwards and for ever,

the jealous love of the Lord of hosts will do this.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 95:1-3.11-13)

B Today a saviour has been born to us;
he is Christ the Lord.

1. O sing a new song to the Lord,
sing to the Lord all the earth.
O sing to the Lord, bless his name. 1%

2. Proclaim his help day by day,
tell among the nations his glory
and his wonders among all the peoples. &

3. Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad,
let the sea and all within it thunder praise,
let the land and all it bears rejoice,
all the trees of the wood shout for joy
at the presence of the Lord for he comes,
he comes to rule the earth.

4. With justice he will rule the world,
he will judge the peoples with his truth. 1%
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SECOND READING (Tit 2:11-14)
A reading from the letter of St Paul to Titus.

God's grace has been revealed to the whole human
race.

God's grace has been revealed, and it has made
salvation possible for the whole human race and
taught us that what we have to do is to give up
everything that does not lead to God, and all our
worldly ambitions; we must be self-restrained and
live good and religious lives here in this present
world, while we are waiting in hope for the bles-
sing which will come with the Appearing of the
glory of our great God and saviour Christ Jesus.
He sacrificed himself for us in order to set us free
from all wickedness and to purify a people so that
it could be his very own and would have no
ambition except to do good.
The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

| bring you news of great joy:

today a saviour has been born to us,
Christ the Lord.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Areading from the holy Gospel
according to Luke.

Today a saviour has been born to you.

Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census of
the whole world to be taken. This census — the first
- took place while Quirinius was governor of
Syria, and everyone went to his own town to be
registered. So Joseph set out from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee and travelled up to Judaea, to
the town of David called Bethlehem, since he was
of David's House and line, in order to be regis-
tered together with Mary, his betrothed, who was
with child. While they were there the time came for
her to have her child, and she gave birth to a son,
her first-born. She wrapped him in swaddling
clothes, and laid him in @ manger because there
was no room for them at the inn. In the country-
side close by there were shepherds who lived in
the fields and took it in turns to watch their flocks
during the night. The angel of the Lord appeared
to them and the glory of the Lord shone round
them. They were terrified, but the angel said, ‘Do

Thanks be to God.
(Lk 2:10-11)

(Lk 2:1-14)

not be afraid. Listen, | bring you news of great joy,
a joy to be shared by the whole people. Today in
the town of David a saviour has been born to you;
he is Christ the Lord. And here is a sign for you:
you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes
and lying in a manger. And suddenly with the
angel there was a great throng of the heavenly
host, praising God and singing:

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and peace to men who enjoy his favour.’
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

At the Mass at Dawn

FIRST READING
Areading from the prophet Isaiah.
Look, your saviour comes.
This the Lord proclaims
to the ends of the earth:
Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Look,
your saviour comes,
the prize of his victory with him,
his trophies before him.’
They shall be called ‘The Holy People’,
‘The Lord's Redeemed'.
And you shall be called ‘The-sought-after’,
‘City-not-forsaken’.

(Is 62:11-12)

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 96:1.6.11-12)
I This day new light will shine upon

the earth:

the Lord is born for us.
1. The Lord is king, let earth rejoice,

the many coastlands be glad.

The skies proclaim his justice;

all peoples see his glory. B
2. Light shines forth for the just

and joy for the upright of heart.

Rejoice, you just, in the Lord;

give glory to his holy name. B
SECOND READING (Tit 3:4-7)
Areading from the letter of St Paul to Titus.

It was for no reason except his own compassion that
he saved us.

When the kindness and love of God our saviour
for mankind were revealed, it was not because he
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was concerned with any righteous actions we
might have done ourselves; it was for no reason
except his own compassion that he saved us, by
means of the cleansing water of rebirth and by
renewing us with the Holy Spirit which he has so
generously poured over us through Jesus Christ
our saviour. He did this so that we should be
justified by his grace, to become heirs looking for-
ward to inheriting eternal life.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and peace to men who enjoy his favour.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

A reading from the holy Gospel
according to Luke.

The shepherds found Mary and Joseph and the baby.
Now when the angels had gone from them into
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let
us go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
happened which the Lord has made known to us.’
So they hurried away and found Mary and Joseph,
and the baby lying in the manger. When they saw
the child they repeated what they had been told
about him, and everyone who heard it was asto-
nished at what the shepherds had to say. As for
Mary, she treasured all these things and pondered
them in her heart. And the shepherds went back
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard
and seen; it was exactly as they had been told.
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

(Lk 2:14)

(Lk 2:15-20)

At the Mass during the Day
FIRST READING
Areading from the prophet Isaiah.

All the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our
God.

How beautiful on the mountains,

are the feet of one who brings good news,
who heralds peace, brings happiness,
proclaims salvation,

and tells Zion,

‘Your God is king!

(Is 52:7-10)

Listen! Your watchmen raise their voices,
they shout for joy together,
for they see the Lord face to face,
as he returns to Zion.
Break into shouts of joy together,
you ruins of Jerusalem;
for the Lord is consoling his people,
redeeming Jerusalem.
The Lord bares his holy arm
in the sight of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 97:1-6)
1 All the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation of our God.
1. Sing a new song to the Lord
for he has worked wonders.
His right hand and his holy arm
have brought salvation. 1
2. The Lord has made known his salvation;
has shown his justice to the nations.
He has remembered his truth and love
for the house of Israel. 1%
3. All the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation of our God.
Shout to the Lord all the earth,
ring out your joy. %
4. Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp,
with the sound of music.
With trumpets and the sound of the horn
acclaim the King, the Lord. 1}
SECOND READING (Heb 1:1-6)
Areading from the letter to the Hebrews.
God has spoken to us through his Son.
At various times in the past and in various different
ways, God spoke to our ancestors through the
prophets; but in our own time, the last days, he
has spoken to us through his Son, the Son that he
has appointed to inherit everything and through
whom he made everything there is. He is the
radiant light of God’s glory and the perfect copy of
his nature, sustaining the universe by his powerful
command; and now that he has destroyed the
defilement of sin, he has gone to take his place in
heaven at the right hand of divine Majesty. So he

The Nativity of Our Lord
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is now as far above the angels as the title which
he has inherited is higher than their own name.
God has never said to any angel: You are my Son,
today | have become your father, or: | will be a
father to him and he a son to me. Again, when he
brings the First-born into the world, he says: Let all
the angels of God worship him.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

A hallowed day has dawned upon us.
Come, you nations, worship the Lord,
for today a great light has shone down

upon the earth.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL

(Shorter Form between ¥ 4)

A reading from the holy Gospel
according to John.

The Word was made flesh, and lived among us.
:# In the beginning was the Word:
‘the Word was with God
-and the Word was God.
i He was with God in the beginning.
t Through him all things came to be,
'not one thing had its being but through him.
1 All that came to be had life in him
rand that life was the light of men,
'a light that shines in the dark,
:a light that darkness could not overpower. 4
A man came, sent by God.

His name was John.

He came as a witness,

as a witness to speak for the light,

so that everyone might believe through him.
He was not the light,

only a witness to speak for the light.
:# The Word was the true light
‘that enlightens all;
iand he was coming into the world.
{He was in the world
‘that had its being through him,
tand the world did not know him.
:He came to his own domain
rand his own people did not accept him.
'But to all who did accept him

(Jn 1:1-18)

the gave power to become children of God,
ito all who believe in the name of him

iwho was born not out of human stock

tor urge of the flesh

“or will of man

‘but of God himself.

: The Word was made flesh,

'he lived among us,

‘and we saw his glory,

the glory that is his as the only Son of the Father,
‘full of grace and truth. 4

John appears as his witness. He proclaims:
‘This is the one of whom | said:
He who comes after me
ranks before me
because he existed before me.’
Indeed, from his fullness we have, all of us,
received —
yes, grace in return for grace,
since, though the Law was given through Moses,
grace and truth have come through Jesus Christ.
No one has ever seen God;
it is the only Son, who is nearest to the
Father’s heart,
who has made him known.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Homily

Profession of Faith

| believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the Only Begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, consubstantial
with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

At the words that follow, up to and including
and became man, all bow.

(Nicene Creed)
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and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the
Virgin Mary,

and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate,

he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is adored
and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

| believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
Church.

| confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins

and | look forward to the resurrection
of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Profession of Faith (Apostles’ Creed)
| believe in God,

the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

At the words that follow, up to and including
the Virgin Mary, all bow.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and life everlasting. Amen.

The priest introduces the Prayer of the Faithful.

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Prayer over the Offerings

At the Vigil Mass
As we look forward, O Lord,
to the coming festivities,
may we serve you all the more eagerly
for knowing that in them
you make manifest the beginnings of our
redemption.

Through Christ our Lord.

At the Mass during the Night
May the oblation of this day’s feast
be pleasing to you, O Lord, we pray,
that through this most holy exchange
we may be found in the likeness of Christ,
in whom our nature is united to you.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

At the Mass at Dawn
May our offerings be worthy, we pray, O Lord,
of the mysteries of the Nativity this day,
that, just as Christ was born @ man and also
shone forth as God,
so these earthly gifts may confer on us what

Amen.

Amen.

is divine.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
At the Mass during the Day
Make acceptable, O Lord, our oblation on this
solemn day,

when you manifested the reconciliation

that makes us wholly pleasing in your sight

and inaugurated for us the fullness of divine
worship.

on the third day he rose again from the dead; | Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
he ascended into heaven, Eucharistic Prayer
and is seated at the right hand of God The Lord be with you.
the Father almighty; And with your spirit.
from there he will come to judge the living Lift up your hearts.
and the dead. We lift them up to the Lord.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
the holy catholic Church, It is right and just.
the communion of saints,
The Nativity of Our Lord 9



Preface | of the Nativity of the Lord
It is truly right and just, our duty and our
salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.
For in the mystery of the Word made flesh
a new light of your glory has shone upon the
eyes of our mind,
so that, as we recognise in him God
made visible,
we may be caught up through him in love
of things invisible.
And so, with Angels and Archangels,
with Thrones and Dominions,
and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven,
we sing the hymn of your glory,
as without end we acclaim:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts ...

Preface |l of the Nativity of the Lord
It is truly right and just, our duty
and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our Lord.
For on the feast of this awe-filled mystery,
though invisible in his own divine nature,
he has appeared visibly in ours;
and begotten before all ages,
he has begun to exist in time;
so that, raising up in himself all that was
cast down,
he might restore unity to all creation
and call straying humanity back to the heavenly
Kingdom.
And so, with all the Angels, we praise you,
as in joyful celebration we acclaim:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts ...

Preface Ill of the Nativity of the Lord
It is truly right and just, our duty and
our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our Lord.
For through him the holy exchange that restores
our life
has shone forth today in splendour:
when our frailty is assumed by your Word

not only does human mortality receive
unending honour
but by this wondrous union we, too,
are made eternal.
And so, in company with the choirs of Angels,
we praise you, and with joy we proclaim:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts ...

Eucharistic Prayer |

To you, therefore, most merciful Father,
we make humble prayer and petition
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord:
that you accept

and bless = these gifts, these offerings,
these holy and unblemished sacrifices,
which we offer you firstly

for your holy catholic Church.

Be pleased to grant her peace,

to guard, unite and govern her
throughout the whole world,

together with your servant N. our Pope
and N. our Bishop,

and all those who, holding to the truth,
hand on the catholic and apostolic faith.

Remember, Lord, your servants N. and N.

and all gathered here,

whose faith and devotion are known to you.

For them, we offer you this sacrifice of praise

or they offer it for themselves

and all who are dear to them:

for the redemption of their souls,

in hope of health and well-being,

and paying their homage to you,

the eternal God, living and true.

Celebrating the most sacred night (day)

on which blessed Mary the immaculate Virgin

brought forth the Saviour for this world,

and in communion with those whose memory
we venerate,

especially the glorious ever-Virgin Mary,

Mother of our God and Lord, Jesus Christ,

and blessed Joseph, her Spouse,

your blessed Apostles and Martyrs,

Peter and Paul, Andrew,

(James, John,

Thomas, James, Philip,

Bartholomew, Matthew,

Simon and Jude;
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Linus, Cletus, Clement, Sixtus,

Cornelius, Cyprian,

Lawrence, Chrysogonus,

John and Paul,

Cosmas and Damian)

and all your Saints;

we ask that through their merits and prayers,

in all things we may be defended

by your protecting help.

(Through Christ our Lord. Amen.)

Therefore, Lord, we pray:

graciously accept this oblation of our service,

that of your whole family;

order our days in your peace,

and command that we be delivered
from eternal damnation

and counted among the flock of those
you have chosen.

(Through Christ our Lord. Amen.)

Be pleased, O God, we pray,

to bless, acknowledge,

and approve this offering in every respect;

make it spiritual and acceptable,

so that it may become for us

the Body and Blood of your most beloved Son,

our Lord Jesus Christ.

On the day before he was to suffer,

he took bread in his holy and venerable hands,

and with eyes raised to heaven

to you, O God, his almighty Father,

giving you thanks, he said the blessing,

broke the bread

and gave it to his disciples, saying:

TAke THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT,

FOR THIS IS MY BODY,

WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.

In a similar way, when supper was ended,

he took this precious chalice

in his holy and venerable hands,

and once more giving you thanks, he said
the blessing

and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT,

FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD,

THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL
COVENANT,

WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU
AND FOR MANY

FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.

Do THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.

The mystery of faith.

We proclaim your Death, O Lord,

and profess your Resurrection

until you come again.

Therefore, O Lord,

as we celebrate the memorial of the blessed
Passion, :

the Resurrection from the dead,

and the glorious Ascension into heaven

of Christ, your Son, our Lord,

we, your servants and your holy people,

offer to your glorious majesty

from the gifts that you have given us,

this pure victim,

this holy victim,

this spotless victim,

the holy Bread of eternal life

and the Chalice of everlasting salvation.

Be pleased to look upon these offerings

with a serene and kindly countenance,

and to accept them,

as once you were pleased to accept

the gifts of your servant Abel the just,

the sacrifice of Abraham, our father in faith,

and the offering of your high priest Melchizedek,

a holy sacrifice, a spotless victim.

In humble prayer we ask you, almighty God:

command that these gifts be borne

by the hands of your holy Angel

to your altar on high

in the sight of your divine majesty,

so that all of us, who through this participation
at the altar

receive the most holy Body and Blood
of your Son,

may be filled with every grace and heavenly
blessing.

(Through Christ our Lord. Amen.)

Remember also, Lord, your servants N. and N.,

who have gone before us with the sign of faith

and rest in the sleep of peace.

Grant them, O Lord, we pray,

and all who sleep in Christ,

a place of refreshment, light and peace.

(Through Christ our Lord. Amen.)

The Nativity of Our Lord
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To us, also, your servants, who, though sinners,

hope in your abundant mercies,

graciously grant some share

and fellowship with your holy Apostles
and Martyrs:

with John the Baptist, Stephen,

Matthias, Barnabas,

(Ignatius, Alexander,

Marcellinus, Peter,

Felicity, Perpetua,

Agatha, Lucy,

Agnes, Cecilia, Anastasia)

and all your Saints;

admit us, we beseech you,

into their company,

not weighing our merits,

but granting us your pardon,

through Christ our Lord.

Through whom

you continue to make all these good things,
O Lord;

you sanctify them, fill them with life,

bless them, and bestow them upon us.

Through him, and with him, and in him,

O God, almighty Father,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all glory and honour is yours,

for ever and ever.

Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer |l

You are indeed Holy, O Lord,

the fount of all holiness.

Make holy, therefore, these gifts, we pray,

by sending down your Spirit upon them like
the dewfall,

so that they may become for us

the Body and == Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.

At the time he was betrayed

and entered willingly into his Passion,

he took bread and, giving thanks, broke fit,

and gave it to his disciples, saying:

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT,

FOR THIS IS MY BODY,

WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.

In a similar way, when supper was ended,

he took the chalice

and, once more giving thanks,

he gave it to his disciples, saying:
TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT,
FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLoOD,
THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL
COVENANT,
WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU
AND FOR MANY
FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.
Do THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.

The mystery of faith.

Save us, Saviour of the world,

for by your Cross and Resurrection

you have set us free.

Therefore, as we celebrate

the memorial of his Death and Resurrection,

we offer you, Lord,

the Bread of life and the Chalice of salvation,

giving thanks that you have held us worthy

to be in your presence and minister to you.

Humbly we pray

that, partaking of the Body and Blood of Christ,

we may be gathered into one by the Holy Spirit.

Remember, Lord, your Church,

spread throughout the world,

and bring her to the fullness of charity,

together with N. our Pope and N. our Bishop

and all the clergy.

Remember also our brothers and sisters

who have fallen asleep in the hope of the
resurrection,

and all who have died in your mercy:

welcome them into the light of your face.

Have mercy on us all, we pray,

that with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God,

with blessed Joseph, her Spouse,

with the blessed Apostles,

and all the Saints who have pleased you
throughout the ages,

we may merit to be coheirs to eternal life,

and may praise and glorify you

through your Son, Jesus Christ.

Through him, and with him, and in him,

0 God, almighty Father,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all glory and honour is yours,

for ever and ever.

Amen
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THE COMMUNION RITE

At the Saviour's command

and formed by divine teaching,

we dare to say:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,
graciously grant peace in our days,

that, by the help of your mercy,

we may be always free from sin

and safe from all distress,

as we await the blessed hope

and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
For the kingdom,

the power and the glory are yours
now and for ever.

Lord Jesus Christ,

who said to your Apostles:

Peace | leave you, my peace | give you,
look not on our sins,

but on the faith of your Church,

and graciously grant her peace and unity
in accordance with your will.

Who live and reign for ever and ever.
Amen.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And with your spirit.

Then, if appropriate, the Priest adds:

Let us offer each other the sign of peace.

And all offer one another a sign, in keeping with local
customs, that expresses peace, communion, and
charity.

Meanwhile the following is sung or said:

Lamb of God, you take away the sins
of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins
of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins
of the world, grant us peace.

Showing the Eucharist to the people, the priest says:
Behold the Lamb of God,
behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those called to the supper
of the Lamb.
Lord, | am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

Communion Antiphon

At the Vigil Mass (Cf. Is 40:5)
The glory of the Lord will be revealed,
and all flesh will see the salvation of our God.

At the Mass during the Night (Jn 1:14)
The Word became flesh,
and we have seen his glory.

At the Mass at Dawn (Cf. Zec 9:9)
Rejoice, O Daughter Sion;
lift up praise, Daughter Jerusalem:
Behold, your King will come,
the Holy One and Saviour of the world.

At the Mass during the Day (Cf. Ps 97:3)
All the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation of our God.

Prayer after Communion

At the Vigil Mass
Grant, O Lord, we pray,
that we may draw new vigour
from celebrating the Nativity of your
Only Begotten Son,
by whose heavenly mystery we receive both
food and drink.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

At the Mass during the Night
Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God,
that we, who are gladdened by participation
in the feast of our Redeemer’s Nativity,
may through an honourable way of life
become worthy of union with him.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

At the Mass at Dawn

Grant us, Lord, as we honour with joyful devotion
the Nativity of your Son,
that we may come to know with fullness of faith

Amen.

Amen.

The Nativity of Our Lord
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the hidden depths of this mystery
and to love them ever more and more.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen,

At the Mass during the Day
Grant, O merciful God,
that, just as the Saviour of the world,
born this day,
is the author of divine generation for us,
so he may be the giver even of immortality.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. ~ Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

May the God of infinite goodness,

who by the Incarnation of his Son has driven
darkness from the world

and by that glorious Birth has illumined this most
holy night (day),

drive far from you the darkness of vice

and illumine your hearts with the light of virtue.

Amen.

May God, who willed that the great joy

of his Son’s saving Birth

be announced to shepherds by the Angel,
fill your minds with the gladness he gives
and make you heralds of his Gospel.
Amen.

And may God, who by the Incarnation
brought together the earthly and heavenly realm,
fill you with the gift of his peace and favour
and make you sharers with the Church
in heaven.
Amen.

And may the blessing of almighty God,

the Father, and the Son, = and the Holy Spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
Amen.

Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life.
Thanks be to God.

HYMNS

O come all ye faithful
1. O come all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him,
Born the king of angels.

O come let us adore him (3x)
Christ the Lord.

2. Born of the Father,
Light from light eternal,
Son of the gentle maid,
Our flesh and blood;
Honour and praise him,
With the hosts of angels.

3. Sing, choirs of angels,
Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above,
Glory to God
In the highest.

Adeste fideles

1. Adeste fideles, laeti triumphantes,
Venite, venite in Bethlehem.
Natum videte, regem angelorum,
Venite adoremus, venite adoremus,
Venite adoremus dominum.

2. Deum de Deo, lumen de lumine,
Gestant puellae viscera.
Deum verum, genitum non factum,
Venite adoremus, venite adoremus,
Venite adoremus dominum.

3. Cantet nunc lo, chorus angelorum,
Cantet nunc aula caelestium.
Gloria in excelsis Deo,

Venite adoremus, venite adoremus,
Venite adoremus dominum.

Angels we have heard on high

1. Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o'er the plains,
And the mountains in reply
Echo still their joyous strains:
Gloria, in excelsis Deo;
Gloria, in excelsis Deo;

2. Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your rapturous strain prolong?
Say what may your tidings be,
Which inspire your heavenly song.
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3. Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing:
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ our Lord, the new-born king.

4. See within a manger laid,

Jesus, Lord of heaven and earth.
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid
While our hearts in love we raise.

Silent night

1. Silent night, holy night.
All'is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child;
Holy infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace. (2x)

2. Silent night, holy night.
Shepherds quake at the sight,
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heavenly hosts sing alleluia:
Christ the Saviour is born. (2x)

3. Silent night, holy night.
Son of God, love’s pure light,
Radiant beams from thy holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. (2x)

The first Nowell
1. The first Nowellthe angel did say
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields
as they lay:
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
On a cold winter's night that was so deep.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell.
Born is the King of Israel!

2. They looked up and saw a star,
Shining in the east, beyond them far,
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night.

3. And by the light of that same star,
Three wise men came from country far.
To seek for a king was their intent,
And to follow the star wherever it went.

Hark, the herald

1. Hark, the herald angels sing
Glory to the new born king,
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled:
Joyful all ye nations rise,
Join the triumph of the skies,
With angelic hosts proclaim,
Christ is born in Bethlehem.
Hark, the herald angels sing
Glory to the new born king.

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold him come,
Offspring of the virgin's womb;
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
Hail the incarnate deity,
Pleased as man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.

3. Hail the heaven-born prince of peace.
Hail the son of righteousness.
Light and life to all he brings,
Risen with healing in his wings;
Mild he lays his glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.

We three kings of orient

1. We three kings of orient are
Bearing gifts we traverse afar
Field and fountain
Moor and mountain
Following yonder star

2. O star of wonder, star of night
Star with royal beauty bright
Westward leading, still proceeding
Guide us to thy perfect light

3. Born a King on Bethlehem'’s plain
Gold | bring to crown Him again
King for ever, ceasing never
Over us all to reign

4. O star of wonder, star of night
Star with royal beauty bright
Westward leading, still proceeding
Guide us to thy perfect light

5. Frankincense to offer have |
Incense owns a Deity nigh
Prayer and praising
All men raising
Worship Him, God most high

While shepherds watched
1. While shepherds watched their flocks by night,
All seated on the ground,
The angel of the Lord came down,
And glory shone around.
2. "Fear not,” said he, for mighty dread
Had seized their troubled mind.
“Glad tidings of great joy | bring
To you and all mankind.”
(Contd. on back cover)
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3. ‘Toyou in David's town this day <)

|s born of David’s line,
A saviour who is Christ the Lord;
And this shall be the sign:

4. 'The heavenly babe you there shall find 4,

To human view displayed,
All meanly wrapped in swathing bands,
And in.a manger laid.

Once in royal David’s city

1. Once in royal David's city il

Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby
In @ manger for his bed:

Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.

2. He came down to earth from heaven
Who is God and Lord of all,

And his shelter was a stable, 24

And his cradle was a stall;
With the poor, oppressed and lowly
Lived on earth our Saviour holy.

And our eyes at last shall see himy

- Above thy deep and dreamips
The silent staf&go by
2. Yetin thy dark streets'shine
The everlasting light ;
The hopes and fears of all the y’ears -
~Are metin ‘thee tonight
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For Christ is born of Mary

And gathered all above

While mortals sleep the angels
Keep their watch of wondering love
Oh, morning stars together
Proclaim thy: holy birth

And praises sing to God the king
And peace to men on earth.

Away in a manger

Away in a manger,

no crib for a bed, i
the little Lord Jesus

laid down his sweet head.

The stars in the bright sky

looked down where he lay,

the little Lord Jesus

asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing,
the baby awakes,

but little Lord Jesus
nocrying he makes.

| love'thee, LordWesus!
Look;_down from. the sky,




