The angel Gabriel was sent by Ged to a town in
Gelilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a
man named Joseph, of the House of David; and the
virgin's name was Mary. He wentin and said to her,
‘Rejoice, so highly favoured! The Lord is with you.'
She was deeply disturbed by these words and
asked herself what this greeting could mean, but
the angel said to her, 'Mary, do not be afraid; you
have won God's favour. Listen! You are to conceive
and bear a son, and you must name him Jesus. He
will be great and will be called Son of the Most High.
The Lord God will give him the throne of his
ancestor David; he will rule over the House of Jacob
for ever and his reign will have no end.’ Mary said
to the angel, ‘But how can this come about, since |
am a virgin?' ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you,’
the angel answered, ‘and the power of the Most
High will cover you with its shadow. And so the child
will be holy and will be called Son of God. Know this
too: your kinswoman Elizabeth has, in her old age,
herself concelved a son, and she whom peaple
called barren is now in her sixth month, for nothing
is Impossible to God." 'l am the handmaid of the
Lord, said Mary, let what you have said be done to
me.’ And the angel left her.
The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Profession of Faith (Nicene Creed)
| believe in one God, / the Father almighty, /
maker of heaven and earth, / of all things visible
and invisible. / | believe in one Lord Jesus
Christ, | the Only Begotten Son of Ged, / born of
the Father before all ages./ God from God,
Light from Light, / true God from true God, /
b not made, jal with the
Father; /through him all things were made. / For
us men and for our salvation / he came down
from heaven,

At the words that follow, up to and incliding

and became man, &l bow:
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the
Virgin Mary, / and became man. [ For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, | he
suffered death and was buried, / and rose again
on the third day/ in accordance with the
Scriptures. | He ascended into heaven / and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. / He will
«come again in glory / to judge the living and the
dead / and hi om will have no end. /|

believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, | who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, | who with the Father and the Son is adored
and glorified, / who has spoken through the
prophets. | | believe in one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church. | confess one Baptism for
the forgiveness of sins f and | look forward to
the resurrection of the dead / and the life of the
world to come. Amen.

The prieat infroduces the Prayer of the Faithful

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), ...

May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands
for the praise and glery of his name, for our
good and the good of all his holy Church.

Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you. And with your spirit.
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right and just.
Sanctus
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. ...
After the Consecration
The mystery of faith.

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,
we proclaim your Death, O Lord,
until you come again.

THE COMMUNION RITE

At the Saviour's command ...
Our Father, who art in heaven, ...
Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, ...
For the kingdom,
the power and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Lord Jesus Christ, ...
en.
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And with your spirit.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins ...
Behold the Lamb of God, ...
Lord, | am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.
Communion Antiphon (is7:14)
Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son;
and his name will be called Emmanuel.

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES

Entrance Antiphon (CF. Is 45:8)
Drop down dew from above, you heavens,
and let the clouds rain down the Just One;
let the earth be opened and bring forth

a Saviour.
In the name of the Father, ... Amen.
Grace to you and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ.  And with your spirit.
Penitential Act
Brethren (brothers and sisters), ...

A briaf pause for sitence follows.
You were sent to heal the contrite of heart:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
You came to call sinners:
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father
1o intercede for us:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
May almighty God have mercy onus, ... Amen.

The Glonia is nol said

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING (2.8m 7:1-5.8-12.14.16)
A reading from the second book of Samuel.

Once David had settled into his house and the Lord
had given him rest from all the enemies surrounding
him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘Look, |
am living in a house of cedar while the ark of God
dwells in a tent." Nathan said to the king, ‘Go and
do all that is in your mind, for the Lord is with you.!
But that very night the word of the Lord came to
Nathan:

'Go and tell my servant David, “Thus the Lord
speaks: Are you the man to build me a house to
dwell in? | took you from the pasture, from following
the sheep, to be leader of my people Israel; | have
been with you on all your expeditions; | have cut off
all your enemies before you. | will give you fame as
great as the fame of the greatest on earth. | will
pravide a place for my people Israel; | will plant
them there and they shall dwell in that place and
never be disturbed again; nor shall the wicked
continue to oppress them as they did, in the days
when | appeinted judges over my people Israel; |
will give them rest from all their enemies. The Lord

will make you great; the Lord will make you a
House. And when your days are ended and you are
laid to rest with your ancestors, | will preserve the
offspring of your body after you and make his
sovereignty secure. | will be a father to him and he
a son to me. Your House and your sovereignty will
always stand secure before me and your throne be
established for ever”.'
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 88:2-5.27.29)
1t I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord.
1. I'will sing for ever of your love, O Lord;

through all ages my mouth will proclaim

your truth.
Of this | am sure, that your love lasts for ever,
that your truth is firmly established as
the heavens. B

2. 'l have made a covenant with my chosen one;

| have swom to David my servant:

| will establish your dynasty for ever

and set up your throne through all ages.” 1z
3. He will say to me: You are my father,

my God, the rock who saves me.’

| will keep my love for him afways;

for him my covenant shall endure. &
SECOND READING (Rm 16:25-27)
Areading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans.
Glory to him who is able to give you the strength to
live according to the Good News | preach, and in
which | proclaim Jesus Christ, the revelation of a
mystery kept secret for endless ages, but now so
clear that it must be broadcast to pagans
everywhere to bring them to the obedience of faith.
This is only what scripture has predicted, and it is
all part of the way the eternal God wants things to
be. He alone is wisdom; give glory therefore to him
through Jesus Christ for ever and ever. Amen.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Lk 1:38)
Alleluia, alleluia!
| am the handmaid of the Lord:
let what you have said be done to me.
Alleluia!
GOSPEL (Lk 1:26-38)
The Lord be with you And with your spirit.
=i Areading from the holy Gospel

57 according to Luke.,  Glory to you, O Lord.
[Bond on backpage)
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Canon Willie Fitzmaurice P.P. 061 397231 / 086 2423 728

Email: croomchurch@eircom.net

Croom and Banogue Parish Website: https://www.croomparish.com/
Diocesan Web Page: www limerickdiocese.org

Link for Live Church Services:

Live Streams

The live stream coverage from Croom Church is out of order due to a technical fault
and we have been informed by Eir.that they are not in a position to restore full service
until after Christmas. We regret any inconvenience caused.

Banogue live stream service is in full use.

Christmas Dues

Wehsite: https://www.croomparish.com/

Croom Parish - ChurchCamlLive.ie

Banogue Parish - ChurchCamlLive.ie

Last Offertory Collecti B €280
Croom £€1,000

Recent Death

Please pray for the happy repose of the souls of Stevie Gleeson, Pallaskenry (father
of Hannah Lynch, Glenmal, Pat O'Neill, Westmeath (late of Cahergss) and Chris
QMahany, Cork {late of Croom). May their souls restin peace.

St Vincent De Paul
The Croom conference of the 5t Vincent De Paul would like to thank you for your
generosity towards the annual church gate collection.

This year SVP has received the highest number of calls for help in its history. We can
only keep providing assistance because of kind donations made by parishioners.

May this Christmas be a time of reflection and peace for you. May you find sclace in
the knowledge that your generosity has brought light and hope into the lives of others.

The conference would fike to wish you all a very happy Christmas and every blessing
for the New Year.

Christmas Arrangements
Please note revised Mass arrangements and times for Christmas.

Croom Sunday Christmas Eve Children's Mass at 4.30 p.m./ Mass at 7 p.m.
Banogue Christmas Mass at 5.45 p.m.

Christmas Day Banoguwe 10.00 a.m. Mass
Croom 11.30 a.m. Mass

__ *Please Note: No Masses on Christmas Eve Morning

The Christmas Dues Collection will be taken up at all masses this Christmas. There are
extra envelopes at the back of the Church. Online donations system, an alternative
facility to allow parishioners make finandial contributions to the Parish. Use the
donate button on our parish website at https://www croomparish.com/. Again, the
priests appreciate your generous support throughout the year.

The Crib
This Christmas we have the 800th anniversary of the first Christmas crib that was set
up by 5t Francis of Assisi in a village called Greccio in central ltaly.

Blessing of the Crib

0 Ged, out of your love for us you sent your dearly beloved Son to become man. You
willed that he be born in a humble stable in order to give us an example of humility.
We ask you now to bless this crib; a representation of the scene of his birth. May it
draw us closer to him. By imitating his humility may we become a worthy dwelling
|p|ace for his rebirth, Jesus Christ, thy Son our Lord. Amen

We wish all the parishioners of Banogue and Croom at home and abrood a
happy and peaceful Christmas



