Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ
has been begotten by God:
and whueuerluv%the Father that begot him
loves the child whom he begets.
We can be sure that we love God's children
if we love God himself and do
what he has commandad us;
this is what loving God fs -
keeping his commandments;
and his commandments are not difficult,
because anyone who has been begotten by God
has already overcome the world;
this is the victory over the waorld —
our faith.
Who can overcome the wi
Only the man who beixe\m Ihat Jesus is the
Son of God:
Jesus Christ who came by water and blood,
not with water only,
but with water and blood;
with the Spirit as ancther witness —
since the Spirit is the truth —
so that there are three witnesses,
the Spirit, the water and the biood,
and all three of them agree.
We accept the testimony of human witnesses,
but God's tesfimany is much greater,
and this is God's testimony,

%ir\::n as evidence for his

word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (CGf. Jn 7:29)

Alleluia, alleluia!

John saw Jesus :nml:g towards him, and said:

This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin
of the world.

Alleluial

GOSPEL (MK 1:7-11)

The Lord be with you. And wl1h your spirit.

A reading from the holy Gospel

according to Mark. Glnrym you, O Lord.
In the course of his preaching John the Baptist said,
‘Someone is following me, someone who is more
powerful than | am, and | am not fit to kneel down and
undo the strap of his sandals. | have baptised you with
water, but he will bapiise you with the Holy Spirt.”
It was at this time that Jesus came from Nazareth in
Galilee and was baptised in the Jordan by John. No
sooner had he come up out of the water than he saw
the heavens tom apart and the Spirit, like a dove,
descending on him. And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you."
The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ,

Profession of Faith (Nicene Creed)
| believe in one God, / the Father almighty, / maker
of heaven and earth, / of all things visible and
invisible. / | believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, [ the

| Only Begotten Son of God, / born of the Father

i‘ Behold the One of whom John said: | have seen

before all ages. | God God, Light from Light, /
true God from true God, / begomm not made,
consubstantial with the Father; | through him all
things were made./ For us men and for our
salvation [ he came down from heaven,

At the words that follow. up ta and including

and became man, il bow:
and by the Hnl Spirit was incarnate of the
Virgin Ma g became man. / For our sake he
was cruci ed undur Pontius Pilate, / he suffered
death and was buried, / and rose again on the third
day/ in accordance with the criptures. | He
ascended into heaven | and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. / He will come again in glory (to
judge the living and the dead / and his klngdnm will
have no end. /| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life, / who proceeds from the Father and
the Son,/ who with the Father and the Son is
adored and glorified, | who has spoken through the
prophets. | I believe in one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church. / | confess one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins | and | ook forward to the
resurrection of the dead / and the life of the world
to come. Amen.
The priest infroduces fhe Prayer of the Faithful.

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters),

May the Lord accept the aacril'ics atyour hands
for the praise and glory of his

for our good, and the good of aII hls holy Church.

Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit.
Lift up your hearts. We Iift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
Itis right and just.

Hnly. Hcly. Hely Lord God of hosts. ...
After the Consecration

The mystery of faith.

We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurmection
until you come again.

Behold the Lamb of God, ...

Lord, | am not worthy

that you shuuld ernerunde( my roof,
but only say

and my suul sh:ll i:e healed.
Communion Antiphon (n 1:32, 34)

and testified that this is the Son of God.
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Recent Death

Please pray for the happy repose of the souls of Johnny Twomey, IManister.
and Noreen Gardiner, Gremore Court, Croom may they rest in peace.

Concern

The organising Committee wish to thank those who took part in the Concern
fast on Saturday December 23 The amount collected was £5,194; all
proceeds go to Concern and the Committee wish to thank all those who

contributed so generously.
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THE INTRODUCTORY RITES

Entrance Antiphon (CH. Mt 3:16-17)
After the Lord was baptised,
the heavens were opened,
and the Spirit descended upon him like a dove,
and the voice of the Father thundered:
This is my beloved Son, with whom | am

well plea:
In the name of the Father, ... Amen.
The gracs of our Lord ... And with your spirit.
Penitential Act
Brethren (brothers and sisters), ...

A brief pause for silence follows.
| confess to ilmiglﬂf God / and to you, my brothers
and sisters, / that | have greatly sinned, / in my

thoughts and in my words, | in what | have done
and in what | have failed to dn,
And, striking thefr breast, they say:
through my fault, through my fault, / through my
anevous fault; [ therefore | ask blessed Mary
gin, | all the Angels and Saints, / and you,

my brmharsandslsters. Ito prayfcrmew the Lord
our God.

May almighty God have mercy on us, ... Amen.
Lord, have ( Lard, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Gloria

Glory to God in the hlghest,!and ‘on earth peace to
people of good will. / We praise you, / we bless
you, | we adore you, / we glorify you, / we give you
ﬂsanhs for your great glory, | Lord God, heavenly
King, / O God, almighty Father. / Lord Jesus Christ,
Only Begotten Son, / Lord God, Lamb of God, Son
oflhe Father, | you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us; | you take away the sins of the
world, receive our prayer; / you are seated at the
right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. / For
you alone are the Holy One, / you alone are the
Lord‘ | you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, |
with the Holy Spirit, / in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING (s 55:1-11)
Areading from the prophet Isaiah,

Oh, come to the water all you wha are thirsty,

lhough you have no money, come!

Buy com without meney, and eat,

and, at no cost, wine and milk.

Why spend maney on what is not bread,

yourwages. on what fails m satisfy?

Reflection — Baptism

| The word of the Lord.

7 January 2024
TH

Listen, listen to me, and you will have good
h‘m toeat

and ich bod o enjoy.

Pay attention, come ta me;

listen, and your soul will ive.

With you | will make an everlasting covenant

out of the favours promised to David.

See, | have made of you aw\mess fo the peaples,

a leader and a master of the

See, you will summon a na!lon you never knew,

those unknown will come huneynodg toyou,

for the sake of the Lord your

of the Holy One of Israel who will glorrfy you.

Seek the Lord while he is still to be found,

call to him while he is still near,

Let the wicked man abandon his way,

the evil man his thoughts.

Let him turn back to the Lord who will take
pity on him,

to our God wha Is rich in forgiving;

‘for my thoughts are not your thoughts,

my ways not your ways - it is the Lord who speaks.

Yes, the heavens are as high above earth

as my ways are above your ways,

my thoughts above your thoughts.

Yes, as the rain and the snow come down from the

heavens and do not return without watering the earth,

making it yield and giving growth to provide seed for

the sower and bread for the eating, so the word that

goes from my mouth does not return to me empty,

without carrying out my will and succeeding in what it

was sent to do.

Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM fls 12:2-6)

K With joy you will draw water
from the wells of salvation.

1. Truly, God is my salvation,

IImsL | shall not fear.

For the Lord is my strength, my seng,

he became my saviour.

With joy you will draw waler

from the wells of salvation. 1t

Give thanks to the Lord, give praise to his name!

Make his mighty deeds kncwn to the peaples!

Declare the greatness of his name. 13

3. Sing a psalm to the Lord
for he has done glorious deads,
make them known to all the earth!
People of Zion, smg and shout for joy
for great in your midst is the Holy One

of Israel. 1
SECOND READING
A reading from the first letter of St John.

(1dn 5:1-8)

There are many vocations in the Church.
But the most important of these is the one

we received at baptism, namely,

the vocation to be a disciple of Jesus.
Lord, give us joy in the profession of our faith,

and may we live the faith in such a way

that the world will know that we are your disciples.

Baptism is like the planting of a seed

it will take a lifetime for this seed to grow and ripen.




