Banogue Parish Croom Parish

Christmas Message 2023

“It is beginning to look a lot like Christmas” these are the words of a popular Christmas song. In the past few
weeks, we have been caught up in the sights, sounds and imagery of Christmas.

There is the creation of the unmistakable atmosphere in our cities and towns. We have the whole range of
Christmas lights in our shops, streets and in our houses. We take great pride in our Christmas trees with their
bright array of decorations and coloured lights. We are told that there are ninety-eight Christmas trees erected
in the White House this year for Christmas.

The Christmas tree is one of the great symbols of Christmas. The story of the Christmas
tree began in Germany nearly 1000 years ago. For many the tree represents the birth and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. The evergreen branches are the sign of immortality. The star
on top of the tree along with an angel tell us how the angels first announced the news of
the birth of Jesus.

The carol, “Angels we have heard on high” remind us of the special role of angels. They
are Gods ministering servants. Christmas music and song bring Christmas to life.
Christmas carols bring us back in time to the first Christmas. The music and songs of Christmas help us to
unwrap the simplicity of the Christmas message at this time every year. The magic of the Christmas tree was
always evident. About the year 1800 a carol which was called “O Christmas Tree” was composed. This was
a song that became very popular in England and America and almost every child could sing it. It became one
of the first Christmas carols to be played on the radio with artists like Bing Crosby and Nat King Cole
recording the song.

The melody and the words use the wonder of a decorated fir tree to remind us of the continuing presence of
God, the never-ending nature of faith and the promise of eternal life. Let us admire our Christmas trees with
a since of wonder, faith and hope.
Verse: O Christmas Tree, O Christmas Tree

O Evergreen unchanging

A symbol of goodwill and love

You’ll ever be unchanging

The Crib

800 years ago, this Christmas, St Francis of Assisi set up the first crib in
Greccio in central Italy. He arranged for the crib to be ready with hay, an ox,
a donkey and real living people. It is said that many arrived with candles and
torches, standing looking at the crib and singing hymns, praising God and
feeling a wonderful moving atmosphere of peace. The idea of the crib became
popular and soon there were cribs all over the world in different shapes and
sizes, and designs depending on the local cultures. It was said that the hay or
straw used by St Francis miraculously acquired the power to cure local cattle
diseases and plagues. Perhaps that explains the custom that some people have
when visiting the crib in a church of taking a piece of straw home with them.
After 800 years the custom of the crib is still going strong. It is a living Gospel that speaks to our heart, our
mind and our soul. Wherever we have a crib it speaks words the heart hears even when we are coping with
the challenges of everyday living. It tells us that we are not alone in a world grown cold. God has become
very close to us. He is with us in our needs and in our fragility. He shares our needs and our concerns.




Another message has to do with family life. We see Mary gently encouraging us always to treasure in our
hearts the gift of faith even in the difficulties of our lives. Joseph shows us to love with a ‘Father’s Heart’.
While the crib is a peaceful scene it reminds us how we need to convert our minds and hearts to becoming
people of welcome and peace. At a time when we see so many weapons of warfare, so many violent images
on our communications media, the image of the crib reminds us that we need deep down to work for peace
and for a deep sense of brotherhood and sisterhood. On this 800'" anniversary of the first crib let us say “Jesus
welcome into my life, into our families and into every situation of conflict in our world. As we stop and pause
before the crib let us realise what really matters in life.”

The Crib on the Croom Church grounds

During the big storm in February 2014 many big trees were knocked down. One of those huge trees fell on
the land of Joan and Denis Brosnan. They arranged for a special carving of a crib to be made out of the tree
trunk. They got the crib figures handmade and hand painted in Italy. The finished product is a beautiful work
of art and is now located at the side of the Church that faces the gateway onto the car park.

The Holly

X

“It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas, toys in every store, but the prettiest sight

to see is the holly that will be, on your own front door” so say the words of the

Christmas song “The Holly Tree”. Holly always had a special place in the Christmas

| season decorations. As another Christmas song invites us: “Deck the halls with
boughs of holly” indicating a warm welcome for all visitors.

The evergreen holly symbolises the enduring nature of life during the dark nature of Winter. In ancient times
the holly was considered a sacred plant and springs of holly and holly wreaths were popular gifts. Holly in
pagan times was seen as a symbol of fertility and eternal life. The prickly leaves were seen to remind people
of the crown of thorns and the holly berries had become red as they were stained by the blood of Christ. Also,
the evergreen nature of the plant represents the resurrection and everlasting life. The Irish word for the holly
is cuileann and placenames that come from holly include Glencullen (Glenn Chuilinn); the valley of the holly,
Co Dublin and Moycullen (Maigh Cuilinn); plain of the holly in County Galway. Holly is slow growing and
can reach over ten metres in height and can live for over one hundred years. The holly is a beautiful and
symbolic tree for this time of the year.
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In Memoriam

We think of those who have died since last Christmas, also parishioners who died elsewhere.

Croom

Seamus Geehan, Kylefea

Mary Hayes, Church Rd

Eddie O’Dwyer, High Street
Paddy Whelan, Kylefea

Esther Hayes, St Senan’s Tce
Simon Daly, Glenma

Stevie Hogan, Gurrane

Willie Sheahan, Ballymacrory
Gerry Manning, Skagh
Elizabeth (Lily) Knight, Church Rd
Kathleen Daly, Toureen

Louise Whelan, Caemore Court

Banogue
Anne Joyce, Dohora
Mary Reilly, London and late of Dohora

Peggy Carey, Toureen

Bridie Hannan, Bridge St

Gerry Lowry, Castleroberts
Michael (Mike) Derwin, Caemore Court
Mattie Daly, Toureen

Eamon Barrett, Main St

Tim Dineen, Skagh

Renee Barrett, Main St

Clare O’Sullivan, Ballygrennan
Kitty Ryan, Towerfield Crescent
Betty Quaid, Skagh

Mary Dunworth, Banogue
Sean Benson, Inchinclare

May they rest in peace.

Grief

When we lose someone who is important to us, we grieve. This is a natural process. Feelings and thoughts
come in waves. Particularly at Christmastime bereavement is challenging. We remember and cherish our
departed loved ones. Happy memories relived at Christmastime can be a source of healing. One lives on in
one’s children and relatives.

No person is ever truly alone. Those who live no more, whom we loved, echo still in our thoughts, our words
and our hearts. And what they did, and who they were becomes a part of all that we are, forever.

Christmas Dues

The Christmas Dues Collection will be taken up at all masses this Christmas. There are extra envelopes at
the back of the Church and online donations system, an alternative facility to allow parishioners make
financial contributions to the Parish. Use the donate button on our parish website at
https://www.croomparish.com/. Again, the priests appreciate your generous support throughout the year.

We also thank all those who contribute to the Offertory Collections for the upkeep and maintenance of both
Banogue and Croom Churches.




We are also indebted to all personnel who are involved in the different groups and organisations in both
Banogue and Croom Parishes who work for the welfare and betterment of the two Parish communities.

Congratulations
We congratulate all the newly-weds of the parishes of Banogue and Croom. We

welcome all the new-borns as well as congratulating their Parents. We welcome all
new parishioners who have come to live in our parishes.

Golden Jubilee Celebration

Canon Willie would like to thank all for their kindness and good wishes on the occasion of his Golden Jubilee
this year.

Remembrance Tree

We think of our exiles especially at Christmas. You are invited to write down
the name of a Family member living abroad on one of the tags provided and
place it on the Remembrance tree. Also, we can remember our departed loved
ones who have died abroad. We will put these names on the Parish Website
for Christmas.

Croom and Banogue Website

We welcome you to the new upgraded Croom and Banogue website which
can be accessed at https://www.croomparish.com/. Church services in Croom and Banogue can be viewed
by clicking on the live streams link for live streaming. The old links are still in use Croom Parish -
ChurchCamlLive.ie and Banogue Parish - ChurchCamLive.ie. The weekly mass leaflet and newsletter are
also uploaded to the website.

Christmas Arrangements
Confessions: Christmas Eve Croom Church 11.30 am — 1.00 pm

Masses:

Christmas Eve: Banogue 5.45 pm Croom 4.30 pm (Childrens’ Mass) & 7.00 pm
Christmas Day: Banogue 10.00 am  Croom 11.30 am

Dates to Remember

Confirmation: Croom Friday March 15™ at 1.00pm

First Holy Communion: Croom, Saturday May 11% at 11.00am

Banogue, Saturday May 18" at 11.00am

We wish all the parishioners of Banogue and Croom at home
and abroad a happy and peaceful Christmas

Rev. Eamonn O’Brien Tel: 061 397213 086 0767 521
Canon Willie Fitzmaurice Tel: 061 397231 086 2423 728




