GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

At various times in the past

and in various different ways,

God spoke to our ancestors through
the prophets;

but in our own time, the last days,

he has spoken to us through his Son.

(Heb 1:1-2)

Alleluia!

GOSPEL (Lk 2:22-40)
(For Shorter Form, read between ¢ 4)

The Lord be with you. And with your spirit.

Areading from the holy Gospel
according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
#When the day came for them to be purified as laid
down by the Law of Moses, the parents of Jesus took
him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord¢ —
observing what stands written in the Law of the Lord:
Every first-born male must be consecrated to the Lord
—and also to offer in sacrifice, in accordance with what
is said in the Law of the Lord, a pair of turtiedoves or
two young pigeons. Now in Jerusalem there was a
man named Simeon. He was an upright and devout
man; he looked forward to Israel's comforting and the
Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him
by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death until he
had set eyes on the Christ of the Lord. Prompted by
the Spirit he came to the Temple; and when the
parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what
the Law required, he took him into his arms and
blessed God; and he said:

‘Now, Master, you can let your servant go in

ace,

just as you promised;

because my eyes have seen the salvation

which you have prepared for all the nations

to see,

a light to enlighten the pagans

and the glory of your people Israel.’
As the child's father and mother stood there wondering
at the things that were being said about him, Simeon
blessed them and said to Mary his mother, ‘You see
this child: he is destined for the fall and for the rising
of many in Israel, destined to be a sign that is rejected
—and a sword will pierce your own soul too - so that
the secret thoughts of many may be laid bare.’
There was a prophetess also, Anna, the daughter of
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was well on in
years. Her days of girlhood over, she had been
married for seven years before becoming a widow.
She was now eighty-four years old and never left the
Temple, serving God night and day with fasting and
prayer. She came by just at that moment and began

to praise God; and she spoke of the child to all who
looked forward to the deliverance of Jerusalem.
#When they had done everything the Law of the Lord
required, they went back to Galilee, to their own town
of Nazareth. Meanwhile the child grew to maturity, and
he was filled with wisdom; and God's favour was with
him. ¢
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Profession of Faith (Apostles’ Creed)
| believe in God, the Father almighty, / Creator of
heaven and earth, / and in Jesus Christ, his only
Son, our Lord,

At the words that follow, up to and including

the Virgin Mary, all bow.
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / born of the
Virgin Mary, / suffered under Pontius Pilate, / was
crucified, died and was buried; / he descended
into hell; / on the third day he rose again from the
dead; / he ascended into heaven, / and is seated
atthe right hand of God the Father almighty; /from
there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, / the holy catholic
Church, / the communion of saints, / the forgive-
ness of sins, / the resurrection of the body, /and
life everlasting. Amen.
The priest introduces the Prayer of the Faithful.

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), ...

May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands
for the praise and glory of his name,

for our good and the good of all his holy Church.

Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Itis right and just.
Sanctus

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. ...
After the Consecration

The mystery of faith.

Save us, Saviour of the world,

for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.

THE COMMUNION RITE

Behold the Lamb of God, ...

Lord, | am not worthy

that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word

and my soul shall be healed.
Communion Antiphon

Our God has appeared on the earth,
and lived among us.

(Bar 3:38)
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THE INTRODUCTORY RITES

Entrance Antiphon (Lk 2:16)
The shepherds went in haste, and found Mary and
Joseph and the Infant lying in a manger.

In the name of the Father, ... Amen.
The grace of our Lord ... And with your spirit.
Penitential Act

Brethren (brothers and sisters), ...

A brief pause for silence follows.
| confess to almighty God / and to you, my
brothers and sisters, / that | have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words, /in what | have
done and in what | have failed to do,

And, striking their breast, they say:
through my fault, through my fault, / through my
most grievous fault; / therefore | ask blessed Mary
ever-Virgin, / all the Angels and Saints, /and you,
my brothers and sisters, / to pray for me to the
Lord our God.

May almighty God have mercy on us, ... Amen.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.
Gloria

Glory to God in the highest, / and on earth peace
to people of good will. / We praise you, / we bless
you, / we adore you, / we glorify you, / we give
you thanks for your great glory, / Lord God,
heavenly King, /'O God, almighty Father. / Lord
Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, / Lord God,
Lamb of God, Son of the Father, / you take away
the sins of the world, / have mercy on us; / you
take away the sins of the world, / receive our
prayer; | you are seated at the right hand of the
Father, / have mercy on us. / For you alone are
the Holy One, / you alone are the Lord, / you alone
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, / with the Holy
Spirit, /in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING (Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3)
Areading from the book of Genesis.

The word of the Lord was spoken to Abram in a vision,
‘Have no fear, Abram, | am your shield; your reward
will be very great'.

‘My Lord,’ Abram replied, ‘what do you intend to give
me? | go childless ...’ Then Abram said, ‘See, you have
given me no descendants; some man of my
household will be my heir'. And then this word of the
Lord was spoken to him, ‘He shall not be your heir;
your heir shall be of your own flesh and blood'. Then

Lord, have mercy.
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taking him outside he said, ‘Look up to heaven and
count the stars if you can. Such will be your
descendants, he told him. Abram put his faith in the
Lord, who counted this as making him justified.
The Lord dealt kindly with Sarah as he had said, and
did what he had promised her. So Sarah conceived
and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the time
God had promised. Abraham named the son born to
him Isaac, the son to whom Sarah had given birth.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 104:1-6.8-9)
1% He, the Lord, is our God.

He remembers his covenant for ever.
1. Give thanks to the Lord, tell his name,

make known his deeds among the peoples.

0O sing to him, sing his praise;

tell all his wonderful works! 1
2. Be proud of his holy name,

let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice.

Consider the Lord and his strength;

constantly seek his face. 1
3. Remember the wonders he has done,

his miracles, the judgements he spoke.

O children of Abraham, his servant,

0O sons of the Jacob he chose. I
4. He remembers his covenant for ever,

his promise for a thousand generations,

the covenant he made with Abraham,

the oath he swore to Isaac. 1%
SECOND READING (Heb 11:8.11-12.17-19)
Areading from the letter to the Hebrews.
It was by faith that Abraham obeyed the call to set out
for a country that was the inheritance given to him and
his descendants, and that he set out without knowing
where he was going.
Itwas equally by faith that Sarah, in spite of being past
the age, was made able to conceive, because she
believed that he who had made the promise would be
faithful to it. Because of this, there came from one
man, and one who was already as good as dead
himself, more descendants than could be counted, as
many as the stars of heaven or the grains of sand on
the seashore.
It was by faith that Abraham, when put to the test,
offered up Isaac. He offered to sacrifice his only son
even though the promises had been made to him and
he had been told: It is through Isaac that your name
will be carried on. He was confident that God had the
power even to raise the dead; and so, figuratively
speaking, he was given back Isaac from the dead.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

The virtues that build and foster community are:
kindness, gentleness, humility, patience,
mutual forgiveness, and love.

These are not easy virtues to practizs.
But when practised with consistency,
the rewards are great in terms of pesce
2nd harmany in the home.

‘Wi thank zli thase who contributed to our Christmas collections in Banogue and Croom. We
acknowledge the work of all those involved in the preparation of bath Churches in terms of
putting up the Crib, the Christmas trees, the decorations and cleaning bath Churches. Al thase
imvolved in the ceremaonies. A special word of thanks to the Sacriztans, Tom Maoloney, assisted
by Dinah Kiely in Croom and Kathleen Moonzn in Banogue. We zlzo commend the different
chairs who performed at the Christmas Maszes: 5t Mary's School Choir directed by Padraig
‘Wallace; The Senior Choir organized by Liam Fzhy, the Banogue School Choir directed by Sheila
Cagney and to Seamus Dunworth who played and sang at the Christmas Day mass in Croom.

Reflection for Families
Of all the influences upon us, the family is the greatest.
Every family iz a small community.

|

Stained Glass Window representing the Holy Famil

The stzined glzss window depicting the Holy Family can be viewed at the back of the main
gallery owverlooking the main aisle in Croom Church. The prayer at the foot of the window
rezds: Jesus, Mary and Joseph assist us in 2li our trigls.

A prayer for the New Year

Dear Lord, please give me..

A few friends who understand me and remain my friends;
A work to do which has resl value, without which the world
would be the poorer;

A mind unafraid to travel, even though the trail be not blazed;
An understanding heart; A sense of humour;

Time for quist, silent meditation;

A feeling of the presence of God;

The patience to wait for the coming of these things,

With the wizdom to recognize them when they come.

Live Streams
The five stream coverzge from Croom Church is now fully restored.

‘We wish all our parishioners in Banogue, Croom and all those living abroad a very Happy
New Year.



